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Introduction

Thank you for writing a “letter to the editor” of your local newspaper! 

A letter to the editor is a 200- to 300-word letter submitted to a newspaper in response to a local issue or a news article. Each publication sets its own word limit, but 200 to 300 words is a good target. 

In addition to your local newspaper, consider posting your letter on YourHub.com or submitting it to The Denver Post or Rocky Mountain News. To find out how to submit a letter to the editor, simply Google your local newspaper to locate its Web site and find instructions for submission, or call the newspaper directly. If you have any questions or need help navigating the submission process (it’s super easy), contact Lesley at lesley@schoolhousecom.com or at 303-987-1535. 

Also, a word about timing ... about 60 percent of Jeffco voters will vote by mail. Mail-in ballots hit households the week of October13. Of those who vote by mail, 40 percent will vote before October 20. The other 60 percent PLUS all other voters will vote during the final 10 days. Please factor this in to your timing and keep in mind that local newspapers usually like at least a week of lead time between when they receive your letter and when they print it.  
Sample letters to the editor follow. Make sure your own voice comes through! Remember to tailor the letter – especially if you are a property owner – or a parent or a grandparent of a Jeffco Public Schools student. The best letters combine our key campaign messages with your personal story or example. 

Stay focused on our campaign messages and always include the campaign’s Web address at the end of your letter!

Many thanks!


Lesley Dahlkemper and Kathy Frank, Co-Chairs

Citizens for Jeffco Schools Steering Committee

www.jeffcoschoolsyes.com

Sample Letters to the Editor

SAMPLE LETTER 1 (parent angle)

Word count: 269

Our children’s education is one of the most important investments we will make in their future – and ours. A better-educated work force produces a better-paid work force and adds wealth to our communities. 

Did you know that a high school diploma increases average lifetime earnings by $200,000? A college degree increases lifetime earnings by an additional $600,000, according to a 2002 study.

That’s why we have to ensure that Jeffco Public Schools continue to provide an excellent education to every student in our community.

This November, look for 3A/3B on the ballot. The $350 million bond package and $32 million mill levy override for Jeffco Public Schools means more academic options to enhance career skills and technical training, funding for increased graduation requirements, and an expansion of math and science in high school. The bond package will fund improvements in just about every school in the district as well as improved technology, safety and energy efficiency. 

The $350 million bond package (3B) can be approved by voters with no tax increase for the homeowner. As for the mill levy override, homeowners would pay just $2.92 a month for every $100,000 of their home’s market value. 
Jeffco Public Schools provide a great value for the price. Our kids are learning – student performance is strong. But we can’t afford to slow down now. If we don’t pass the mill levy override, Jeffco Public Schools will be forced to cut up to 500 teachers by 2013 and class sizes will increase. 

Support our public schools, keep our property values strong and invest in our local economy – vote YES on 3A/3B! Visit www.jeffcoschoolsyes.com.

SAMPLE LETTER 2 (property owner)

Word count: 203

I am a property owner in Jefferson County, and I’m voting for 3A/3B. That’s the $350 million bond package and $32 million mill levy override on the November ballot to fund Jeffco Public Schools. This investment in our schools would pay for increased graduation requirements, more math and science in high school, and improved technology and safety in schools.

Voters can approve the bond package with no tax increase because Jeffco Public Schools has paid off old bonds early. The mill levy override costs only $2.92 a month for every $100,000 of a home’s market value.
I may no longer have kids in Jeffco Public Schools, but I know that strong schools mean strong communities. The National Association of Realtors Profile of Home Buyers and Sellers shows proximity to good quality schools is one of the most influential factors in a buyer’s decision to buy a house.

In this tough economy, each one of us should be concerned about our property values. A YES vote on 3A/3B would keep our property values strong, keep our schools safe, and invest in jobs and a strong economy right here in our county. 

It’s just good common sense! Want to find out more? Check out www.jeffcoschoolsyes.com.
SAMPLE LETTER 3 (general)

Word count: 245

Jeffco Public Schools provides a great value for the price. The school district’s administration is lean, boasting the second fewest administrators per student in 15 metro districts. Student performance is strong, and recent scores on statewide tests continue to outpace other districts.

When Jeffco Public Schools passed a bond package and mill levy override in 2004, district leaders assured the community it would wisely invest taxpayers’ funds over four years. The district has met its commitment, and the current bond program is on time and on budget. 

I urge you to vote in favor of 3A/3B this November! A mill levy override (3A) would provide $32 million to expand offerings such as options to enhance career skills and technical training, funding for increased graduation requirements, and an expansion of math and science offerings in high school. Homeowners would pay just $2.92 a month for every $100,000 of their home’s market value. 
The $350 million bond package (3B) can be approved by voters with no tax increase for the homeowner. The bond money will fund improvements in just about every school in the district as well as improved technology, safety and energy efficiency. 

If 3A and 3B are not approved by voters, budget cuts will likely total $35 million over three years beginning in 2009 to pay for increasing costs. Potential cuts include reducing up to 500 teachers; increasing elementary class sizes; and decreasing art, music and physical education classes. 

Visit www. jeffcoschoolsyes.com for more details.

SAMPLE LETTER 4 (general)

Word count: 230

Education is the best investment we can make in Jeffco kids’ futures – and ours. A good education leads to higher wages and increased employment stability. It means higher property values, and towns and cities that are attractive to employers. 

That’s why I urge you to cast a YES vote for 3A/3B – a bond package and mill levy override for Jeffco Public Schools. 

The $350 million bond package would invest in renovations in older schools across the county and provide modern technology, energy efficiency and better learning environments. Safety in schools would be upgraded. A YES vote on the bond package requires no tax rate increase!

The reality is that daily life in Colorado and around the world – from big cities to small rural areas – requires technological know-how, higher-level thinking and advanced reasoning ability. We must invest in our schools so students graduate with the skills they need to succeed.

The mill levy override costs just $2.92 a month for every $100, 000 of actual home value. The benefits for students are huge: increased graduation requirements; more high school math and science; and increased technology. Students would also see expanded options for career job skills and technical training. 

We must prepare students for today’s work world. After all, they are the ones who will take care of us when we grow old. Find out more at www.jeffcoschoolsyes.com.

� The Big Payoff: Educational Attainment and Synthetic Estimates of Work-Life Earnings, by J.C. Day and E.C. Newburger, 2002.
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